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1. What is the difference between direct and indirect characterization, and why is it 

best to use both? 

character through actions, thoughts, and dialogue. Using both is highly effective: 

direct traits provide a clear, quick label, while indirect evidence provides the believable 

"flavor" that makes the character stick in the reader's mind. 

2. Why is revealing character through action considered the fastest way to make 

someone feel real? 

Model Response: Actions are observable and naturally imply a character's core values. 

When characters make choices and act under pressure, it proves their true personality to the 

reader and creates a natural cause-and-effect flow in the plot. 

3. How can dialogue do "double duty" in a scene? 

Model Response: Good dialogue shouldn't just be an exchange of basic information. It 

must push the scene's plot forward while simultaneously revealing the character's personality, 

insecurities, social class, or desires through conflict and pressure. 

4. How does a writer's choice of selective detail act as characterization? 

contact or what their hands fidget with—turns physical description into evidence of a 

character's internal state. It is much more revealing than simply listing static anatomy like 

height or eye color. 

5. How can a single scene characterize multiple people at the same time? 

Model Response: Characterization happens naturally through interaction. One 

person's dialogue characterizes them, while the listener's reaction (or lack of reaction) reveals 

their own status, fears, or loyalties within the relationship. 

6. Why is it important to give a character contradictory traits? 

Model Response: Real people are full of contradictions (for example, someone might 

be deeply protective but easily threatened). Giving characters contradictions makes them 

more complex, recognizable, and human, rather than flat stereotypes. 

7. What is a common mistake novice writers make with character details, and how can 

it be fixed? 

Model Response: Writers often "dump" too many background facts upfront, making 

the character read like a lifeless worksheet. The fix is to pick just one or two revealing traits 

and demonstrate them through active behavior in a scene. 


